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"READING
- ACommunication
Art"
Theme
for·1969.MRA
.Conference
The Thirteenth Annual Michigan Reading Association Conference
will be held in Grand Rapids on March 9, 10, and 11, 1969. The site of
the conference will be the same as last year, the Pantlind Hotel and Civic
Auditorium.
The Convention will bring together nationally-known authorities
in the field of reading with classroom teachers and reading specialists
from across the state.
Three major speakers ha,ve been secured for the general sessions.
The first speaker, Dr. William Durr, is Professor of Education, Michigan
State University. Dr. Durr attended the University of Cincinnati, Clemson
College, the University of Kentucky, and Butler University where he
received his Bachelor's and Master's D€grees. He received the Doctorate
in Elementa,ry School Curriculum from the University of Illinois. Dr. Durr
is Pa.st-President of the Michigan Reading Association, former Chairman
of the Committee on Parents and Reading of IRA, and he served on the
Board of Directors of the National Association for Gifted Children. He
is now a member of the Board of Directors of the In.ternational Reading
Association. He has a la,rge number of publications to his credit, including
articles in professional journals, instructional materials for teaching reading, and professional texbooks. It is a,n honor for the MRA to have one
cf its own members as a major speak,er at the Conference.
The second speaker, Dr. Bill Martin, 'Jr. is Head, Special Elementary Projects for Holt, Rinehart, a,nd Winston, Inc. He is considered to be
one of America's outstanding storytellers.
His understanding of children
and children's literature which reveals itself in the magic spell of his storytelling has made him a popular entertainer and educational lecturer. He
received his Masters and Doctor of Philosophy degrees at Northwestern
University where he did major work in the fields of reading, listening,
creative writing, and elementary education. In his work a,t Holt, Rinehart,
and Winston, Martin has originated and edited a new approach to the
teaching of reading. It is bas.ed on the premise that language is essentially oral and that the sound of senten ·ces is more important than the individual sound of the words in the sentences.
The speaker at the last general session is Dr. Leo Fa,y, Professor
of Education, Indiana University and the 1968-69 President of the International Reading Associati'Otil. He received both his undergraduate and
graduate degrees at the University of Minnel'!~ta.. Dr. Fay is Co-Director,
ERIC/CRIER (Clearing-house on Retrieval of Information and Evaluation
of Reading). He is on the Editorial Advisory Board of the Reading
Research Quarterly and a Contributing Editor for The Reading Teach-er.
He is both an autho rand editor of instructional materials and has written
numerous professional articles, monographs, and reviews on reading
education.
A new feature of the Conference will be a series of seven general
meetings focused on the improvement of the K-12 developmental reading
program.
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